Guild Meeting 2012.06.11 (Mon) 

Present (OnSkype) 

Questions asked by: Bethany

Answers given by: Ben

Notes: 

What’s going well?

Loads growing. Successful plants forest garden coming together. Most plants in, parents letting me extend it. Polytunnel going well, toms, experimenting with clover. Planted pumpkins no dig. They’re alive! Veg plots and greenhouse going well, planted lots in test plots, looking really good putting plants in at community garden. Up to date with project reports. Taught a PC course went really well. Good day. Building compost toilet. Mum taking stuff on board with food and growing. In touch with seasons properly, taking notice, can name trees etc (lovely!!) Boss decided not to spray at all, so far only got scab on trees that usually get it! Really good. Good proof, he’s positive on board.

What’s challenging?

Mainly the weather. Orchard. Don’t know what will happen. Bad for fruit. Only 10 percent of apples. Make best of what got, veg. Weather’s shit. Weeds in forest garden, quicker than ground cover. Some species complete flop. Creature eating carrots. Stuff is slowing down. Don’t get out much. In village. Only see friends occasionally, don’t do much. Need to get out more. Haven’t spoken to Richard for a while. Feel haven’t done anything deplomaish for a while. Lots to write up, keep putting it off. Community garden sorted itself out!! mulched bit looks worse!

Long Term Goals?

Work out how to get some land. Been learning a lot, need to use that knowledge. Next year, leave job? More sources of income where don’t have a job. Decide about a van. Will cost a lot. Orchard…need to talk to boss, what will happen? Bit confusing, he’s getting older and I’m taking a lot on, hope one day he’ll let me take over! Too embarrassed to approach the subject

Next achievable steps?  

Forrest garden one final massive weeding, carry on potting up and planting, mulch a strip between the trees for onions, sew cabbage and spinach to supplement apples, write down what need to do next, write down everything on web site. Could get three more projects done!! Organize another teaching day. Sort out meet up in Bristol. Make sure to get some time with Richard. Start building compost toilet

