Adventures of a first time gardener!!

What you’ve got. Be who you are. If I’m doubtful, then explore that, use it. I am me.

I am going to keep this little diary of my gardening adventures. I am 26 and until now have never had a garden of my own, this is a very new adventure. I think 26 is a pretty ancient age to start growing food really…(I feel I wished I’d learned much in a mini patch of my own growing up) BUT I am actually a young person in this world. I want to show other young people that, it might be a little scary (I’m pretty scared, and a lot overwhelmed) but that actually it can be approached very simply and with joy. I think the more people my age who started growing a bit of their own food, no matter where they are, the better. It’s a very bold thing for a young person in our society to take the bold action of planting their own lettuce, it speaks volumes about raising your head above the noise of corporate should do’s to a conscious decision of doing. 

I realize that the only way people really learn about gardening is by doing it, and observing the changes. Sepp Holzer says nothing can compare to practical experience. I’m at the very start of an interesting journey, and appreciate this as a life learning process!

25/03/2012

First time gardener is nervous, the days are hot and sunny and each walk to work shows new shoots, blossoms and leaves emerging. Hm, I SHOULD be planting seeds now. I SHOULD have done all my weed pulling and branch clearing. I’m waiting for my seeds to arrive, and a trip to get some compost for planting them. I had a very good found structure to use as a closh but it got thrown in the bin so I’m going to have to come up with another plan. 

Found items….I’m starting to really notice other people’s gardens in the estate, one person has loads of comfrey…another guy has stacks of wood and there are full skips everywhere. Need to look for useful items.

Just need to get my design down and then I’ll know the time scale and what to do first. I’m really not that good at focusing on the sort of science part of this. Like soil sampling etc. Well I really hope I become fascinated by this soon as it’s a rather important element. I’m sure I will as I start to see results and wonder how to respond, but this is where my mind is now and I accept that. Small and slow solutions. Hm, better get to the garden centre…

I do have the urge to just plant things and not really think about it. But I know the more I design the easier and more effective it’ll be, so steady, green fingers….

29/03/12

Oh very exciting, more seeds gone in…tomatoes and chili’s potted on…they look so beautiful in the sunshine. All my little children. All same as me, no less important. I found a bucket and picked the baby nettles abundant in our dog-poo mess of a under 30’s working household garden. Weighed down with a brick, filled with water and put behind the compost bin at the end of the garden. It’s where the cats poo then the dog eats the cats poo. So I’m hoping a bit of relevant spacing there will keep that down. The smell of that plant feed! I feel pretty satisfied, I made it for MY OWN plants for the first time. Feel proud. Plus I just found some pretty good secuteurs and a few trouls. My tool collection is nearly complete….

17 april

Man its soo exciting seeing those little seeds you’ve planted start to pop their heads through the soil I can’t believe it. They’re so beautiful. The routine of going round the house each day and seeing how they’re all doing is awesome. But they’re all getting so big so quickly!! I’m getting a bit nervous about where to start putting them all next!

