2nd May 

Potted on some basil. She grows a lot of basil to go with the tomatoes. Put pea sticks in, the peas are in now the frost is probably over. Did some weeding and cut down the comfrey, which was about to flower and put it with the nettles into the water butt. Not loads to do right now, I guess that’s Beltane! A pause between preparation and weeding/harvest etc!

27th April

Potted on some cabbages, weeded the paths and put down more wood chip. Put manure on allotment beds and left one without it, forked it over and planted onion sets in, up to their ‘neck’ and a hand width apart in triangle rows, fit more in

18th April

Potted on lettuces…realized you can be quite easy with the first stage of them, they were just loads in one little plant pot…all had about 3 leaves, potted about 20 on to individual pots from one! Mixed up some seeds from different cut and come again lettuce and sewed in greenhouse, in lines not to back as tomatoes are to go behind. She’s growing basil and marigolds for the toms, and parsley and sunflowers…Planted spuds in pots filled with 30cm of soil, placed three potatoes and covered same again.

4th April

Re-potted tomato plants. Interesting I didn’t realize a few things. You can bury them quite deep and they’ll make roots. That probably makes them stronger too. Water with big rose and put in the shade so leaves don’t burn. Then planted some bean and peas, with beans put two in each pot and take out the weakest one later on, peas put three in each pot. Suppose they are quite hard to get to germinate…I guess you can always sell or give away any extra plants either way. Gave all a good soak. Forked over the new woodchip in the greenhouse and gave a good water, did some weeding. 

28th March

Planted garlic, should have gone in last autumn but this is spring garlic, comes up a bit smaller. They need to be buried upright the depth of about how big they are. Put them around the edge of the bed with the peas in. They keep away the bugs. Dug out the rest of green house and cleared old wood in prep for a new fence. Woven chestnut

21st March

Pulled up weeds from path…wouldn’t be so bad if had have stayed on top of it but she had a baby! Laid cardboard on the bed she wanted to change make sure well overlapped and well weighed down, to have compost put on soon.

I started to dig out the greenhouse and spread on the paths. To get rid of my brambles…dig them up, or mulch over them and keep the bits hoed off. 

2nd March

Today I cut back a Golden Hop, right to the bottom and re-wired the fence for it to climb, it’s a fast grower! You can eat the shoots that come out of the root; they’re a bit like asparagus! And then use the hops of course. Covered the annual beds with straw and the perennials with a dusting of straw. The straw is got for free from the barn behind. It’s what drops off the bales and she just collects it. A thrifty farmer would clear this up after the bales are used but, her gain I suppose! She used to put a thick covering but this would prevent the ground from heating up and she’d have to get rid of a bit when planting. So this adds texture to the soil, a bit of nutrients, keeps the moisture in. Then I planted some fruit bushes and hoed the edge of a border to be mulched so that the plants didn’t crawl out from the edges of the cardboard!

26 February 2012

Great to get out in the sun after being in bed all week! Started off with some pruning of raspberries, then the apple tree. Pruned all new shoots back to three buds, directing energy into the buds took out crossing and dead branches. I cleared the dead plants from the flowerbeds out front and trained the wild rose into an arch. Then tied up the wine berries to the arch. Finally I moved the bug hotel to a nice place under a tree to give room on the little grass patch for the baby to play in the future. Fit many objects –lots of hollow tubes of plants especially into a stack of crates. Cleaned the greenhouse. All the preparations to make things ready for things to start growing and getting busy

18 February

Today we turned the compost again and spread a bit more over a bed that at the front that was going to be redesigned. This bed was full of soapwort and ground elder. She dug up the trees she wanted to keep and then just put the compost straight over. Pulled a bit out first but not much. I did pruning, first the soft fruit, with the loganberries I took the old shoots (ones that had fruited last year) off at the base and left the new more pink and green ones. Then with the currants I took off about a third of the large new shoots and half of the skinny new shoots, making sure to take them off at a bud that was facing outwards. I pruned off crossing branches and with the gooseberry took off about 3 buds and took out the really old branches as it was getting quite restricted. Everyone does this so differently!! But this is how Pippa does it. These fruit bushes were getting on for 8 years old and reducing their productivity…time to replace! It’s funny I always thought of fruit bushes as lasting ages but you do have to replace them. This really stuck into my head that fruit bushes are mid-level growth, there to be out-grown by the canopy! It’s funny how these things can not fully fix in your understanding through reading…

With blueberries take out a few branches, the older ones..

Useful stuff

· Plant straight onto grass by sheet mulch. Laying down loads of cardboard, then loads of compost then plant straight into it. she said then in the first year you just come and hoe off the weeds every week, the second year it was every month, the third year it was once every three months. Put a raised bed around so you can keep on adding the goodness. 

· Tracks and routes through the garden important her design has been tweaked from observing how the children like to move through the space.

· Pond in the greenhouse to create humidity and for frogs!

· Autumn fruiting raspberries, with a third of them we cut a third way down, this makes these ones carry on growing and fruit in spring, extending the cropping time
· So important to me…keep tools in good nik! Really dislike working with secateurs that have lost their spring or sheers that aren’t sharp enough…a waste of energy!
· Apple tree- need to plan for how big you want the tree and how manageable, if you put it on a semi-dwarfing root-stock you know it will be a more manageable size (lower, smaller) but will be productive for less time (?? True?) You can plant dwarf ones and they’ll be good for about ten years…depends what you want what your space is like
· Kent apples a very good variety, hardy and high yield
· Grow and coppice hazel for bean poles etc
· Espalier is pruned for training in the summer
· When designing think about the times that things will crop. Try to get it so you can have produce constantly…for example apple trees that all come into fruit at different times. Keep it going…public garden means there’s always something going on 
· COMPOST from the municipal waste place, about £40 for big bag. Not nutrient rich so ok to plant straight into but also not great so good to mix with ideally a lot of chicken poo! Good for adding depth to raised beds, then mulch over the top. 
· Dig out a hole in greenhouse, fill with woodchips in march, keep watered, wee on a bit and will compost slowly and heat your greenhouse! Next spring dig out and lay as paths. An alternative to the chicken greenhouse idea. Some have black pipes of water running under it and the bed so it heats the beds too. Good to put your toms directly on top in sacks creates a strong rooting 
· siberian purslane Salad perennial grows well in shade all year
· Purple valerian grows out of walls nice in salad
